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GREAT BIKE HIKE — FAIRHOLME DISABILITY SUPPORT GROUP 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.46 pm]: Tonight I rise to 
speak on an upcoming event involving the Fairholme Disability Support Group. I have had the immense pleasure 
of being a patron of Fairholme for a number of years—a group that is based at Guildford. For what is perhaps a 
relatively small group of volunteers, this group does what I would call big things to support people with 
disabilities, their families and their carers. Their latest big thing is the Great Bike Hike. In the spirit of the 
government’s Count Me In initiative, the Great Bike Hike aims to support local communities in becoming 
welcoming and affirming places for people with a disability and/or mental illness, their families and their carers. 
This coming Sunday the Great Bike Hike will be officially launched by the Minister for Disability Services at 
Bassendean Oval. On Monday, at 7.00 am on the dot, the chief organiser tells me, I will be helping to send off 12 
cyclists, including Paralympians, and their support crew as they embark on a very long pedal to Broome.  

Expected to arrive in Broome on 15 September, the team will be stopping at a number of towns along the way. 
The wonderful thing about the Great Bike Hike is that throughout the planning of what is not an insignificant 
event, the organisers have worked closely with a number of local governments, as well as non-government 
organisations and the Disability Services Commission, in these towns at which they will be stopping, to develop 
expo and celebration events that will provide opportunities, amongst other things, to acknowledge everyone in 
those communities who have helped create welcoming and affirming communities for people with a disability, 
their families and their carers. 
I will highlight a couple of the activities that are to be undertaken. When the riders arrive in Karratha, for 
example, we will see residents meet and escort the riders into town. That will be followed by a formal welcome 
on the Thursday. The next day will see the town’s Great Bike Hike Inclusion Fun Day. I understand that 
Karratha sporting groups are also joining together to bring a free day of sports to the whole community. In Port 
Hedland, there will be a range of activities across a number of days, including a circus skills and scooter 
workshop—that could be fun, but I am not sure how good I would be at that—movie screening, inclusion 
awards, wheelchair basketball and a barbecue.  
The community of New Norcia will host an afternoon of inclusive games and activities for children, their parents 
and community members at its education centre. There will also be a sausage sizzle, as well as other activities 
for people to participate in. These are just a few of the many towns the Great Bike Hike will be visiting and the 
activities that will be undertaken. They will visit Northampton, Broome and a number of other places. As the 
riders pass through each town or regional centre, a baton parchment will be handed to a local representative who 
will inscribe the details of all the projects, initiatives and achievements associated with people with disabilities 
that are happening within that community; therefore, it will be a record of all the great work that is done in those 
communities.  

I have been delighted, as a patron of Fairholme, to work closely with the event organisers, particularly 
Fairholme’s ever-committed and enthusiastic chair, Bevan Dellar, to help ensure where I can that this event is a 
great success, not only for Fairholme and those who have been working on the establishment of what is a new 
ride, but for all of the communities that will be participating along the way. I also want to acknowledge the very 
strong support that has been provided by Lotterywest, the Disability Services Commission, and other 
government agencies, as well as a range of many other supporters, including Atlas Iron, Workpower and 
Skywest. All have helped to ensure that this venture has got off the ground.  

Finally, and most importantly, I want to commend Fairholme for its dedication to help the most vulnerable in our 
community. I might say that they do this for no other return than to see an improvement in the lives of people 
with a disability. It must be remembered that the Great Bike Hike has been organised by only a relatively small 
number of committed people—mostly volunteers. I think they would agree that that has not always been an easy 
task, but they have done it and they should be very proud of their achievements to date. Before they head off on 
their epic adventure, as the patron of the group, and as a local member, I simply wanted to record in this house 
my support for all that they are trying to achieve through the Great Bike Hike. I wish them a very safe journey, 
and I look forward to hearing of all their adventures— I am sure there will be many—on their return.  
 


	GREAT BIKE HIKE — FAIRHOLME DISABILITY SUPPORT GROUP
	Statement


